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SUBJECT: mime— REDSCOC/Operational

. sPe:Ino-ØFather yen Cuttsem and Publication *Luch"

Whim in October. c:	 'ais reporting on these payments by separate dispatch.:-

	

_	 .
5. Fran our latest information, a DIMACULE report dated 13 October,

the paper is now entirely without funds and cannot .continue without outside .
.Support. rice another source it has been learned that Colonel Lawrence
-Mulball,-Chief, , TIVUSFA,-had-been-giving-Father .vantUttaem a small - stiiIeid —	7

out of confidential funds but that he had been forced to discontinue the
•r .' •	 project earlier this year. This was confirmed in a recent conversation

between Colonel Mulhall and the Undersigned. In .addition to his approa

Rest- A. STEEN 8773
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r 
1. tether	 Cuttsem, a lesn # Pri.est af . gp14144 iationalLV ,

buS for sane time been active in welfare work among Russian emigres in
aroundlelsburg. He has beei,ça .culstay interested in and has recently
become editor of the publica	 "Luau, an anti-Soviet Russi/uKanguage_. :- ...
mimeographed news bulletin with ciiculatimilaWnliiiand.partimilanly_
allong . .Dri.Tin:Vie -iii*ei*.141-4..ii ' iiire..(3*-.4.uptizuk. 	.	 .

.	 .	 . .
2. In June of this year Father van Cutteem approached DIMAROOM::::::

Officials with a request for a small subsidy to enable him to continue
publication of his newspaper. After ease time the request reached'L

with consent to the effect that Father van Cuttsem was-Well
known for nma outstanding wotk - among Russian refugees and that a smell
subsidy would have a beneficial result, particularly since this was the
only pro-Western daily available to Russian-readere in Western Austria.

.	 .
3. Since we had atthet tine no information available on Father lien::

Cutts= or his publication, c.	 :3 told DIMAROON only that we would lodk':
into the matter with a view to determining whether same subsidy was indicated.-
Steps were then initiated to gather information on the man and the paperfrqn' ,	 ,,.....various local sources. 	 ..

'	 -	 •	 .
,	 h. In order to keen the nuhlioation going on an interim basis,

C .	 3 authorized f:	 to transmit 1,000 Austrian Shillings .:
ttFather van Cuttsem ostensibly from-an anonymous donor. This was done
an\28 August. Uten,campilation of the extensive file Material was delayed,
a.firthet interim payment of 1,000 Sb4114ngs was transmitted in sianar
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to DYMABOON,.van.Cuttsem has appealed to the local PEP representative who
taagiven him some encouragement but no definite commitment.

6. : Xis our feeling that the publication is undoubtedly perform-.
ing a useful service in keeping Russian speaking readers in Western Austria
informed about the world in general. and about current: polities' develop- 	 .
ments. Without this daily bulletin they would have only Possev, admittedly

• a far superior purnal;•bat a weekly. J) i. ite this fact we Were reluctant...
tApropose a DICLATIBR sabalAy with n.,.17tAbleheaefit than the continuing
proper indoetrination of the DP i s,..partieularlY withemigrepalitioal
Activity in Austria a relatively minor factor eAcamparedVith Germany.

7. It is now apparent, however, that Father van Outteem can be
useful to us in BED= operations by reason of his wide circle of acquaint-
ances among the Austrian population and weifeel certain that we can reciait
iAhiervices as a•spotter of potential operational personnel in grolurage for

a amall s eubbiSyfor the publication 'lush.

' B. ' We expect very shortly to have our LI .3 resident agents..
esiablished.ih Austria and ready to start recruitment of individuals for
propaganda distribution. The moot pressing problem will be spotting of
personnel. The El people vill be hew in the' area and will prowinaMmly
have to e'en pretty much fram scratchto:locate possible recruits. .They •
will naturally be attraóted by language and nationality ties to the Russian
emigres In the :p camps , and this ii precisely whit we want to avoid in viei
of the known HIS interest in the emigres and the unquestioned existence of
Soviet informers in the DP society. CI :3 will therefore explain this 	 .
mittation in detail to f:	 =Z ensnare every effort to keep the C:
image ccmpletely away rram the DP camps. But we Will obviously be obliges
tAgivethem sane.holp in spotting and 'recruiting of Austrian agents; other..
wisAwe will have to resign ourselves to a long period Of waiting whilethwy,
slowly develop their own leads. 	 •

.	 .
9..'llnfortunatelvthe station can provide no useful contacts •'for mAr;

to turn over to the' C .z agents. We must therefore find sate way to v
:get leads' vbich can be exploited for spotting and recruitment of Austrian
citizens' for the propaganda distribution nets. It is in this connection •
that Father van Cuttsees wide contacts in Western Austria appear attractive.

-10. We: have illusions that we would be recruiting a hot-shot.
oiandestine . oparativAin Father van Cattsem, nor would we propose to drew
him in to our Operations in any way-. All we Want from himAs same useful
leads. After a careful examination of any names he might provide, we would:.

' atteMptAS'establieh contact without using Father veACuttsem as mrinter-
mediary. If we can get • even two orthree werationeliy nada leads in this
Aiiannet we viii' consider that the relatively small subsidy has been Justified.'

.11.. We would not propose, in general, to make operational use of
van Cutteem o s contacts among the DP's, for the reasons noted above. Here,

- however, he can be of use to us by furnishing:reports on amontinuinglasis .,
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concerning the emigres theMeelves and concerning their Political alignments.
This should be of interest. to Project ;MOTIVE.

• 12. The 'POE dispatch (MOLL-10722) mentioned in paragraph 2 of
Reference 13 is not available here and we are therefore unable to no:Input .
on it. Wit respect to TIEN 6910, the fact that van Cuttsemi was. inVolvid • •
in some abortive defection efforts is not, in OUr view, sufficient reason

:.; to preclude his use for the limited objectives We propose.

.,•	 13. In iummary, a subsidr for the :publication in the order. of two
'to :three thousand Austrian shillings . a month would give us access to an*

• foperationally useful pers. We would. not be obliged to enter into oxly
• contract with .van Cuttael, and the alibeidy could be terminated it any time

were felt ,that we ireie tot getting sufficient . ri3tUrn. It ie on this
"-beein that .approval . of the project is requested.

•,
• • 11i. .Attached herewith are sumnarlea of file information on •Pither:--'4

van Cut.tsem and on "Lush",a Field Project Outline ,and•PEQ .1. !art El ender V-••
separate dispatch we.are.'forwarding.PRQ : .Part I and all available field

...traces

V'

• Summary of File Info on Father van *ism .
• ".2 .... •- • Summary Of File Info on mittehn 	. •

•:. • •3 Field l Project 'Outline . •
It.. P14 Part II (being sent under separate corer)

.Distribution:
s -w. .14 attachments (herewith) .

1 EE 3(O 	 1.,
1 -;4,1z C	 1.attichments (herewith)

• 1 - Grosrer	 n

1 Gratleb. :	 wio

•••• Cara:* 1 .	 le/o
-	 v/14.
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.sEctimittifORMATO ATniMENT_ #1 to FAVA	 re'?

14 November 1952
Father Marco]. Van Cuttsem

Summary of File Information

Father Van Cuttsem is aAresuit priest of Belgian nationality,.
minister of the Greek Catholic Church in Salzburg and for some time
active in welfare wort among Soviet and other DP's IA western Austria.
According to a DIME= report he has been commissioned by the Oriental
congregation to work for Russian emigres and is directly responsible
to Cardinal Tisaerant. Following Vatican policy he is not concerned
with the convereion of Orthodox believers but rather with the elimina-
tion of existing misunderstandings between the two churches. He speaks

'Russian fluently, has a thorough knowledge of Russian affairs and enjoys
the Confidence of the entire anti-ccumunist Russian DP element in the
Saltbuyg area.

_	 .
Van Cuttsem was born on 28 April 1909.1nAntwerp'where . his'nother •

still resides. Re speaks fluent German, French, Italian:, English and
Russian. His hobbies are Russian music and American novels.

Van Cuttsem is a vigorous anti-Communist and cooperates willing:kV
in anti-Communist activities. His primary allegiance is reportedly to
the Vatican and he is said to be ambitious for Vatican.favar. FroM
ceriiiief ;is indirect statementethere are indications that he nay
have Vatican intelligence connections, as a source of information on .
C.c.:roast activities and for possible countering. of Communist propaganda.

TkMACULE files contain no derogatory information on Father. Van
Cutts*. Hewes for eome..time a DIMACDLE-informant on pro-Soviet
personalities in Salzburg•DP camps 'Ludwi g considered reliable , and

:sincere but definitely inclined to favor Vatican interests.

Father Van Qmt.teem receives newspapers and letters of propagandietiO
'content fron the Imperial Hotel in Vienna. Addressed to Marcel ok	 ' •
Marvelins, they insist that he is a HAW= National of Lithnanian descent.'
and encourage:him to return to his homeland .. The Soviet Repatriation
Mission has also contacted bin several times, with Van Cuttsem reporting
these contacts to =WOW.

'Since August of this year Father Van Cuttsem has been responsible
editor of the Russian language daily,. Luck.
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that LUCK be published in Hungarian and Czech as well as in Russian,
.Undfagr Van Cuttsem is reluctant to undertake this. He has recently
requested aid from PAD Salzburg.
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FIELD PROJECT OUTLINE:

1. Reference:

SPIER -8773

2. Objectives

To recruit the services of Father Marcel. van Cuitsein for the following
,purposes:

a. Spotting and furnishing of leads for recruitment of indigenous.,
agents for REDSOI propaganda distribution operations.

b. Obtaining information:CC a•continuing basis on Rusiian;emigreA::.
personalities and political alignments in Western Austria. •

3. Background:

• a. Father van Cuttsem, a Belgian Jesuit priest, has been active
in welfare work among Russian emigres in the Salzburg area. .His
broad knowledge of Soviet affairs and iympathy with DP problems and
his Proficiency in the. Russian language have assured his standing in .

• the anticamtunist DP cannunity, and his 'arida functions as welfare
,worker and pastor have given him a wide acquaintance among the local
Austrian population.

b. Nether van Cuttsem has for some time been promoting, more
'recentlyes editor, an anti-Soviet Ruseian4aeguage news bulletin,

which Circulattes mainly among Russian DP's in camps in neetern.:':
:.Austria. Inasmuch at it is the only'anti-cammunitt deixy available
:to,Rnssian-speaking DP I a in the area, it is considered: by local
DIMAROON'representatives to perform a valuable functionin providing
its readers regularly with Western-oriented news and. commentary.

•
. c. Until early this year Father van. Cuttsem had been receiving

Sone support fratiColonel Laurence J.14. Huila'', Chief. PIO. out of .
confidential funds. Col. Mulhall recently informed'I: 73
that he had been forced to discontinue this subsidy but had done so

. with great regret, since he considered the publication and van OutteemiV.
, work among the DP's to:be of genuine service. r: :3 Aid not raise •

with Col .. Mulhali the Possibility of any DTCLA1M subsidy.

_ d. In June of this year van CutteexteppealeA to local DIMAROON
. officers: for aid. The request finallY .reechedj:	 :1
with MAROON comment 'CO the 4ff:1dt : that Fether'ven'Cuttsem
andlavorably known for his work among the DP's. In view of the

- 1 -
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evident possibilities of exploiting the situation 'for our recruit-
ment :Program and in consideration of the Ji.-.A4..+* ”...4 ^C the
newspaper, (: 	 3 authorized C	 . on
28 August to send Father van Cuttsem 1,000 Austrian' shillings 	 1 ::-
ostensibly from an mmommicms sympathizer. A further interim nalment::'
of 1,000 shillings was made in October in similar fashion. a	 =
is reporting on these payments by separate dispatch.

1. .Proposal:

• .• a. It is proposed to recruit Father van Cuttsma as a spotter , of
potential operational personnel and informer on emigre activities in,
exchange for a.small eubsidy.fer the publication "Lush." Since no
contact has as yet been established with the subject we can only
estimate the anOnnt-of.the subsidy as between two and three thousand
Anstrian,0011inge'per Month. It will be noted that this. is only
slightly more than'we Would consider as proper remuneration were we

'recruit'the subjeet as a paid agent. The subsidy will permit
continued publication of ',Duch" and dissemination in Western Auatria.

b. .The quid pro quo will be stated definitively, andiron all
present indications we feel assured that van.Cuttsmawill acCept the

' offer. ,He will be asked to provide Us with:	 •

(1) Names and biographical data on persons who might be
interested in accepting .etploiment with Americans on certain
confidential projects. 	 .

• . (2) Information on:a continuing basin on Russian and Eastern
:European emigres, and on political tendencies and alignments

aMing the emigration.

.(3) OccasiOnal use of "Duch" columns for publication of
articles of interest to us. It will be emphasized that no
attempt will be made to buy the paper's editorial policy. It

. is, in any event, completely pro-Western.
•

... Cover:.

.	 . 	 i will make the initial approach under an .
alias as a representative of an unnamed America ., nraanizatiOn. 1We.
wesildpropose to use Col. Hulhall 0 introduce L.	 and eStablish-
hie'bona fides. r. "D Will identity himself to van O.:U.6mi :Li the
source of the anonymous cOntrihutiorui recently pasSed to him.' .• 	 '

. b. Depending on the developtent of the Subject over a period:
.	 of several meetings We would consider the advisability of ultimately

. turning the contact over to L_	 . .

•
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•
c. Since van Cuttse1 has been used as an:ocaaaidnal MAC=

infonaut it may be necessary to brief MAMIE, through appropriate ,-•
liaison, concerning our interest. This and other operational
aspecte.will be taken up with Chief of Base, Salzburg.

Seourity:
••.	 .

a.. In view of Father van Cuttsem t s Vatican-conrnialOns we will
have to reckon with the probability that our interest and support
will be reported to the appropriate Vatican office. However, care
will be taker:to protect the true identity of his AmericanCOntact •
through use of alias. •

b. Naies'efpotential operational personnel fUrnished,by • 	 :
subject will be screened through all available reins, thouldit'
be: decided that any such lead can be exploited4:ine would attempt
to establish contact without using van:Cuttsem as intermediary. 	•	 :
In general we would propose to deVeloPfar • operational purposes
only his Austrian contacts, not his emigre contacts Or associates.
Fatheviran Cuttsem wbbldelerve soleWes a spotter: He would not

?	 • be apprised of the projected Use of his leads nor':04d he bil•drawn'
into the operations in any way.	 '	 •	 '	 '	 • :

a.	

• '

Subsidy for publication in lieu. of agent paiment:
• $100 per month.	 .

6 • NOPlies and Material for publication - Maximna.$204.er man*:.	 •	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .
Travel and other incidental expenses - mexinuo$10 per month •

'	 Total: maximum, $140 per month.

Total', Ft 1953, aeven months:. $980
•

•
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